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.An ENQUIRY. ivto the 


OA THE 


Required of NON- -CONFORMISTS 
By an ACT made at 


hh FORD 


The O A TH. 


A. B. do Swear, that it is not L awful 
upon any pretence whatſoever, to ' take 

Arms againſt the King ; and that T do abbor 
that Traiterous Poſition of taking Arms by his 
Authority againſt his Perſon, or againſt thoſe _ 
that are Commiſſronated by him, in purſuance of 
fuch Commiſſions ; and that I will not at any 
time endeavour any Alteration of Government 


either in Church or State. 
A 3: The 


en) 


"V HE Interpretation of the- Oath here 
given, is not peremptorily determined, 
but probably concluded and humbly 

| propoſed, by the Inquirer;to'men of ſo- 
ber and Impartial Judgment, in order tothe clear- 
ing of fis own Judgment, and the ſettling of his 
own Confcience about this important Matter. 


In Conſidering the Warrantableneſs of taking 
this Oath, theſe two main things do neceſlarily 
come under conſideration 3 

I. Whether the words do {ignifie a juſt and 
good meaning according to a Rational Inter- 
praeeation? #. 7 foo Fo 
_ II. Whether ſuch: juſt and good meanifig was 
the very meartmg of the Law-inakers ih theEn- 
acting of this form of Words. *' RIS 


The Firſt Inquiry is, whether the Words do 
- fſignifiE a juſt and good meaning according to a 
Rational interpretation. Now in the way of FT 
cional Interpretation , theſe things are to Od- 
ſerved ; | pr”, of 
1. We muſt proceed no otherwiſe than the 
Words will bear -in their ordinary fignification. 
For Words as taken in their common ule are the 
firſt and moſt noted means of ſignifying the 
Mind of thoſe that uſe them. Therefore to force 
upon them a. ſenſe in it ſelf Rational —__ 
Ww 


| WI 4s; 
which is Alien from their ordinary ſignification, is 
- indeed Irrational. | | 
2. A Meaning, which the Words taken by 
themſelves may bear, may not be rigidly inliſted 
on againſt the intent of the Law. For the Words 
of a Law are. many times more rigorous than the 
intentz\ neyertheleſs, they are but ſubſervient to 
it, and may not be urged to the perverting of 
W.- 4 h 
3. It is Rational to Interpret a Law, if the 
Words will bear it, in a ſenſe agreeable to right 
Reaſon and Equity. For by the Reverence thag 
is due to Governours, we are forbidden to put 
upon their Ads a ſenſe repugnant to Reaſon and 
Equity, unleſs that gt ary be apparent. | 
"4lt is Rational to con(1der this Law not by it ſelf 
alone, but as it is a Law of this Realm, and in Con-. 
janctionwith the other Laws'there 3 of and conſe. 
ogy to interpret it, as farre as the Words will 
ar, 1n a ſenſe confiſtent with the conſtitution of 
the Realm, and with the other Laws, and, with the 
ordinary legal Practice. - For the Law-makers muſt 
not be ſuppoſed to enadt things ' inconſiſtent, un- 
kcfs the inconſiſtency be manifeſt. , | 
In this way of proceeding Tcome to'conſider the 
juſt and go meaning which the words of the in- 
joyned 0g admit. , [ 


f 


(4% 
The Firſt Part of the OATH. 


1 dd Swear that it is not Lawful upon any pres 
tence whatſoever to take Arms againſt the 


King. 


N this part theſe or the like words [1 do hold 
|| or { do believe} are neceſlarily and evidently 

to be underſtood. ©. For the thing that. the 
Law ſeeks or-aimes at, 1s not the truth of the Pro- 
poſition, which is preſuppoſed, but the: diſcovery. 
of the ſwearers Judgment concerning it... This 
may further appear from ſome other Alt, where 


rhe ſaid Words are expreſſed in the like impoſition. | 


[1 Swear that I hold it unlawful to take Arms againſt 
the King.) | 28 


As for theſe words [upon any pretence whatſoever] ? 


they ſignifie-no lefs than upon. any cauſe, | or in 


any caſe whatſoever 3 ſo that this. Tenet (as I ap- 


prehend) is fworn..to. without any reſtriction or 


limitation, But then it: muſt be poofecrr: that - 


theſe Words [to take Arms againit the | 
be taken intheir due and legal ſenſe; and ſo taken, 
they import the reſiſting of the Soveraign Autho- 
rity, or thepower ordained of God, which 2 -_ 


ing] maſt-.. 


CFY 


Lawful upon any pretence whatſbever. TR. 
it is ob that ſome of the. moſt eminent. 
tors of the power'of Princes, as' Grotivr, "Bay- 
clay, &c. have Reſtrictions and Caſes of Exce 
Peake . . But Iconceive- that the oojoted 
fe ine een by them, are not pro-* 
perly Reſtritions'Jaid 1ipon the” Tenet, but Ex- 
planations of its meaning, that'their Readers way 
not-miſtake ſome for delinquents againſt it, . who 
indeed are not ſuch according to their Jy vage- 
ment. 


; .The:de 0 of ths pare of the Oh, ist 
nounce all K 2 Fs an 
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to. toke Armeagainſt his\Porſon, or Authork 
809\of-his Rights and Dignities., |. > ;,; 
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(63 
| The Secohd Part of the OATH. 


Ind that 1 do abborre that Traiterous Poſte; 
of taking Arms by bis. Authority ag his 
Perſon, or againſt thaſe that are Commiſsio- 

' nated by bim, in purſuance of fuch Commiſe 


 frons. 


Finn: Poſition of taking Art the Kings 


Fn LF Thoogh ie to be 


-the' King Perfors 
his Auth , Yer thiey "are noe 


Hoot ' The nes Author heron in 
PerÞn, and iy no _ dome wn ayer 


atr'6t during: ti Tami) meaqucey, 
ol by nr , Bot 'Petfois aloiie 18 the 
Seat and DR of #;/ yhd 'thar odhes exe | 
it only m his Name, and as his Vicegerent, In- 
deed ſometimes an inferiour Authority, as that of 
a Judge, or Juſtice of Peace, or Conſtable is cal- 
led the King's Authority 3 but in proper ignifica- 
tiqn it is no more than the Authority of the faid 
rs derived from th# King as the Fountain 
thereof, Now it is moſt abſardly ſpoken or ima- 
gined that the King's Authority, which. is inherent 
:Q bis Perſon only, can be exerted in taking Arms. 
againſt 
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T:42 


againſt his Perſon. Likewiſe it is as abſurdly ſpo- 
ken or imagined, that an Authority inherent in 


an other, bit derived from the King.and depen- 
dent on him, ſhould be ſo exerted. 


-_ Words | 
ard Þ him] IST 


wv. that are 


b fil 
il puts Gor: 


It cannot 
f 


millions is meant L 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that a Law, on the 

Perſons Commiſlionated, doth intend any. 
than ſach as are Commiſſionated not a 


according to, Law. A Commiſſion againſt Law 


is no Commiſion. Wherefore Commitlionated in 
er OI RATS, 
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The Third Part of the OATH. +» 


2 


That T will not at any time endeavour any Al- 
teration of Government ether in*Church or 
«;t State. N4I.4 JH 03: 1 10 10 | 


Ls ' Y * » : s 
_ F © * - # £ F ! F; + av 


Tf. Confels that theſe, Words [I will not at any 


= 72222 endeavour any Alteration) taken by them- 


. = ſelves, 'may. be ang eng ſo unlimitedly 4s 


to import the abjuring of all kind of endeavour 
of any Alteration whatſoever,. 'whether great or 
{mall, ' for the better or the worfe, neceſſary or 
unneceflary. Nevertheleſs being conſidered as 
the words of a Law in Conjunction with other 
Laws, they may be well limited to-a more tempe- 
rate and equitable meaning. Wecannot reaſonably 
magine that the intendment of this Oath extends. 
fo far as the abjuring of all lawful endeavour in: 
our place and calling of any alteration whatſoever 
in any point of Government, though never ſo 
{mall, never ſo neceſſary, never fo advantageous 
for the publick good in this or after times The 
informing and petitioning of Parliament-men, and 


how: 
of particular Laws is warranted þy the Fundamen- 
tal: Conſtitution of this Realm... Wherefore: it is: 

” _ Rationally 


egally acting in them in. order to: the: alteration: * 


F 
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' ,_ Befides,, ſeeing, the Words; 


(9): 

Rationally conceived, that the true intent of this 
parts to engage- againſt; diſturbing: the Publick 
Peace and Government: now. ſhed, -by Re- 
bellion, Sedition or: any other-unlawful pradtice z 
and that the' endeavour here abjured is only ſfach 
as, is forbidden or not. Warrantable by Law. For 
a'Law ought to be interpreted,  asfaras is poſſible, 
ſoa3.to be conſiſtent with Equity and:Juſtice'z and 
it ought not-to be; ſo-interpreted, ds to damn' the 
ordinary. Courſe of L2w, and- the neceſſary al- 
lowed. practice, ſuch as is the Alteration-of Laws 
both :iin Civil and Eccleſiaſtical matters:from time: 

to time, ;as need vequires, [1 3 4 3s, 


e, bet 203-7. - OTF 13 31 1: FLIRTSS in 
The Reſtriftive. Interpretation. here given, is: 
no forcing of the intendment of the Oath in this 
part into ai narrower Conipaſs;;'thari:the form of 
Expreflion can: well bear-: indefinite Words! are 
to be Jimited according:tb-theiNature.and Reafory 
of the thing about which they areufed:. So is the 
indefinite expreſſion of endeavour to be here li- 
mited that, the ;:Obth! may Hear, a juſt and: equal 
{nſe-m; Confatmity to! other: Laws; :and: to'the 
ordinary'Legal;Prafticed cit 7d bo ntl ik 
[- arty] Alteration of 
Government }-arian unlimited-formof Expre 4 
and put no.differefice-betwhemthe:moſt':alterabte,! 
and the molt, aaalterable"Points-1terrainly! it's 
moſt Rational 'to-conceie. thatithe Word 'endea- 


C2” (10 J 
vour is to be: taken in 2-reſtrained 'fenſe. 'For it 
13. not to be thought that the Law ſhould intend 
the perpetual ſecuring of the leaſt and moſt alte- 
rable points of Government, as much as the'gri 
eſftand moſt unalterable. Yet it could intend no 
le, if-the abjuring of all kind 'of endeavour' of 
any Alteration: were intended. Moreover h 
the Law doth not explicitly, yet it doth implicitly 
orgs a in the preſent caſe, and reſtrain it to 
Rebellious, - Seditious, Schiſmatical, or other un- 
lawful endeavour. For it is the declared end of 
the Law to obviate the _ of ſuch [as take 
opportunity to inſtill Poiſonous Principles - of 
Schiſm and Rebellion into the hearts of his Ma- 
$&ſties Subjetts] as the Words thereof are. 


The ſceond:thing to. be conſidered is, whether 
the very meaning of the Law-makers in the enat- 
ing of this form of words. ; 


_ .A-Lawbeing the Will of the Lawgiver muſt be 
mkenimn that meaning, which is there immedi- 
.ately ſignified by him to be his Will. And that 
meaning being not his ſecret or private but his de- - 
caredami pubic wil, _ _— or other 
ary ran ee” reof,- if they be: nor 
ealpably.' negligent; '' That-rhe' meanivig of the 
Lavww-giver be made: thus open and evident is a 
. . hs | CONe 


Cu) 
condition neceſflary to be conſtituting of the Sub- 
jets Duty, Now to diſcern wharit is, they | are 
to. uſe rheir. Judgments of Difcrenon, that their 
fubmiffionio ir may be accarding to Tight Reaſon 


and Good: Conſaence.: In:the; "relive: Caſe bis 


dechared and-publick will ard meaning of theKing 
and his two Houſes of Parttament is tg be contider- 


ed and diſcerned. 


Sometimes the meaumy of the lie@-jivcr maybe 

ſo clearly inthe Law it ſHf, thathe, who - 
hath the underftanding ofa man, cannot. or need 
not miſtake it, and then there needs no farther in- 
quiry about it. Sometimes being not io ctearly 
expreſſed in the Law it fel, it may be more fully 
done by ſome other: decharative ad; or oper cx- 
prel3 ſignification of the Law-gives, and then a)o 
———— - Bur ON che 
ſa not the 
Law in MC, nor: by eine Doken x4 
tion,- ior by other: brayrhnar"5mopehnepers then 
of nevefiity _ any — Rationalan- 
reypretation:: And according to n, than; 
which-cherwords:do convenicatly import; whachi/s 
>. aw blb tothe Law of God; mdwxtiics the Gam 

da” che Reatray- and:onbet  Haws thereof, 
and the ordivary;legad 'pradifice:do| require; riw1o 
be taken for the wn fs a7 and RL Wt Will and 

ya mae Eſpcomly if anſooe 
wok y of that very patiulaphane:!! : 1; ili 
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0:11? 20: 3 0048: oe a7 01 Sager" rel inen 
: Themeatingef Oath now-cotiſi = 
fo clearly expreſiedifih nh ery by them: 


' ſelves, - as to: prevent) alk miſtaking 

| thereofinall, .thatdremen of: drrerk-S mg 
make uſe of it. . The: Words rhay beat a: ro Fires 
extenſive ſepſe;; than what maybe Judged .tobe 
the true intent and meaning of''the Law-tnakers, 
The. ſenſe of many Laws, which are unqueſtiona- | 
bly. Juſt and Good, i:do lye ina Narrower;Com- 
paſs than the full extent of: the Words taken” by 
themſelves, as-is manifeſt in theſe Divine Laws, 
Erth rot at all. Call no man Father on the 

t TH Ih 


--/The Lan-inahink "a not. aig any "'s. hed 
ny —— or open a& fignified'that- their 
mea in this Oath: is as ve.as any: ſenſe; 
rey e Words taken by themſelves will beat, or 
Dn env nr Warn m— 
 mentina t $A 
legal: praftice,” which-they themſelves own; and 
maintain. Therefore that equal :ſenſe- whieh- the 
Words do-fairly bear, and which . bears; Confor- 
mity}to the Law of God, '-and which: the; gather 
mo and RE and the 
radice-:d0- require, . and, which 
Eva s-p Spe Law,. is in 'Rea- 
ſon to be. taken: for their declared and publick 


Will and meaning in this at.) 03-30 6; Pl 2 2147 
Here 


CARS 
Here let us look back upon the Thiterpretatioh he- 

fore given.ls there any juſt Reaſon to conceivethat - 
the Law-makers or the Major part of them did in 
the firſt part of the Oath intend by taking Arms 
againſt the King, any other than what is ſuch by 
the Law of this Kingdom # Or that in the ſecond: 
Part, they intended by thoſe that are Commiſli- 
onated by him any others than thoſe that are 
Commiſiionated by him according to Law. ? 'Or 
that in the third Part, they intended the —_ 
of all kind of endeavour, and not that only' whi 

the Law forbids, or is not/ warranted by' Law ? 
And more efpecially concerning the third Part, 
- which hath been moſt called into-queſtion, can it 
Rationally be fippoſed that: the- generality or -Ma- 
Jority of them intended to bind men-by-Oath from 
lawfully endeavouring in their places ſuch Changes 
about particular Faws or'Canons; as they -rhem- 
ſaves ordinarily make tn their Places by Voting its 
Parſtament,” and 'ſome of they being- Clergy-merr 
by Voting in Convecation? Or can t' Rationally 
be ſtippoſed/that they ititended'to' bind” oflyoffe 
fort of neii; called: 'Non-confortuiſts;) front Tawfub 
_ of the publick good, while otherswere 

fr Yree 241) 30fT tf. 30 CIUGINN NEDSS $2! | 


#7 © ! i: %* 1 A | bp } 4 Fn. + Cy . \ 3 # >. 4 . ; l - 4 
wiz ls LT? LE —_ y & * of loi G7» Lad "&# Þ: +d s * way * 4 is is; : 
x * - of 
| —_— d n xc C PF « 
11Tfit be Objeted that Lawumakers may in ome 
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quity; and to the Ordindry Counts'gf Law and 
3ictt if | : tegal 


(14) 
legal PraQice, my anſwer is, that the Nike 
.and Charity, which 'is due 10. our 2 pe thor- 
bids us to congeive that they have ſuc 
unlefs we be eampell'd to.it by convincing Reaſon, 
Now we are not compelld to conceive thus by 
the Words of the Oath, for they carry it fairly for 
2 very,” good. meaning;3 . nor by: the Scope of the 
Law. (which. is-expreſly declared. to prevent the 
diſtilling: of the Principles of Schiſm and Rebellion 
into the hearts of his Majeſties Subjects) 3 nor yet 
by any publick or open. Act” of the Law-Makers, 
Have-the Majority, of them as. ſo many fingle Per- 
Ons. ſeverally. declared, ſach a,meaning, as is ſug- 
geſted in the "Objedtion? Or can: it reaſonabl hex 
unagined that. they would ever fo declare ? 
there: any. other Evidence or convincing Reaſon 
®. be produced for i it ? 


| The Will of the Longines which the Subjets 
arc bound to take notice of, is that which is ſo 
and open, that they may: be inform'd of it, 
if they, be-nat no negligent. Butifany ſhall 
imegine him to bave-a private. Will or: Aim in the 
—_— gb a; LOW eWiront __ publick 
open and meaning, the are not 
pra therein, becauſe it is not the Law or 
Will of the Lawgiver as ſuch. For a Law is the 
"Will of the Governour, not as meerly exiſtent, but 
asdeclared, Wherefore touching this Oath, that 
which, the EIIES in, is to _ 
W 


"ta T5 w 
what isthe a parent or ſufficiently declared mean- 
- Ingofthe Liebe therein, and that the ks 
is Juſt and Good. 


- Beingit is further noted; that it nomere that 
the meaning of the Law-makers expreſſed in_ the 
Words of the Oath, touching two general Poſiti- 
ons, and a oeneral } promiſe, that 1s ſworn. unto 
in the taking thereof. In the firſt - part of this 
Oath the Perſon, upon whom it is impoſed, is cal 
led to ſwear this general, Tenet according: to the 
true intent of the Words, That # is not lawful 
on any pretence whatſoever to take Arms againſt ts 
| King ; but not that this or that caſe is a taking 
Arms againſt the King, which is not ſignified wy 
this Oath, but by the Law and State of this Ki 
dom. In the fecond Part he 1s 'called to abjti 
the general Poſition of takivg Arms by the King's 


Aut th agatr:ſt bis Perfon-or thoſe that ave commiſe 


 Forated by him according to his: Laws." But whore - 
| Camait ed according.to Law, and who ate 
| not; is not ſignified | by 1 Oathybut by the Lawof 
this Kingdom. | Likewiſe in the' third Part he is 
calted to > ei this Central promiſe uporr Onth, 
thatihe'wi/l of a yy hier CH ay lectin 
af Gonerymrent, cither i Church or State by by « nya; 
fad means. But; whas means: are. unlaw ful, _ 
what arc not, is not ſignified by t Oarh, th, ob 
the Law and Conflitumn of his , 
it bchoves him in a! . that: rawp 
3] 2 _ come 


n 


C6) OY 
come under the faid Generals, to judgeyand at as _ 
the ſaid-Law-and Conſtitution doth determine...  - 

[ have uſed the beſt of my Underſtanding in this 
Inquiry 3 and I ſhould not thus labour in it, were 
it not my own concernment.' - What I can diſcern 
thereof I have IE cown :. yet if any 
thing here written ſhould be found Erroneous, I 
diſclaim and revoke it. | The'iflue of the whole 
diſquiſition is to propoſe it to the Conſideration of 
Sober, Judicious and: Unprejudiced Perſons, whe» 
ther the full meaning of the preſcexibed Oath 'be 
not expreſſed in this more explicate form here fol- 


lowing. 


MT Do'Swear, that T do believe that 'it is-not 

' 'Linoful upon any pretence 'what ſoever, for 
any of the King's Majeſties Subjefts to take Arms 
againſt his Perſon or Authority, or any. of his 
Rights and: Dignities ;. And that 1 do abhor 
the Traitervius "Poſition of taking Arms 'by his 
Authority againſt his Perſon, or againſt ' thoſe 
that are Legally Commiſſionated by him, in the 


Legal purſuance of ſuch Commiſſions ; And that 


F will not at any time endeavour any Alteration 
of . Government either in Church or State, by 
Rebellion, Sedition, or any other means forbids 


den-or not Warranted by Lav. 
016091300 TATE Les F 


ROS, 
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- It is the Duty of a Subje to give due ſecurity 
for his Loyalty to the King and Fis Government 5. 
And it'is the Property of one that feareth God, to 
fear an Oath, | 


I think 1 have ſet forth the true intent and 
meaning of the Oath, and I do not-ſee haw it-can 
be reaſonably taken otherwiſe. Nevertheleſs inthe 
matter here diſcuſſed, I am unavoidably timorous, 
- and therefore have publiſhed this Inquiry to. the. 
intent, that ifT be in the right, Imay be confirmed , 
in it by the ſafficient Teſtimony of others z but in . 
CaſelI have miſunderſtood it, that I may be better 
informed, and ſet Right. My deſign 1s to expe-- 
dite my ſelf and others concern'd in the taking of 
this Oath from groundleſs, vrpe, honcptaf 3. yet I 
would not encourage my ſelf or others to take it in- 


a wrong meaning. IfT take it, -it muſt be in the 
| ſenſe before given, which I think isa full renoun» | 
cing of thoſe Principles of Schiſm and Rebellion, 
againſt which this Law deſigns to ſecure the Go- 


( 18 þ 


and left under John Corbett's own hand-wri- 
ting, intended ſhortly to be "Publiſhed, are as 
follows ; 


I. Atrimonial hn! 1 
S. An Humble endeavour of ſome plain 
" and brief Explication of the Decrees 
and Operations of God about the free Attions * 

of Men, © More eſpecially of the Operations of Di- 
w_eWSwec 77 | EY 
3: A Diſcourſe af the Church and of the Mini- {| 
ry thereof. | 


. 4. ATraQ@ of Certainty and Infallibility. 

5. Of Divine Worſhip, in three Parts z 1, Of 
the, Narure, Kinds,” Parts and Adjundt of Divine ' 
Worſhip: ' 2. Of Idotatry. 3. Of Superſtition 
leE than'tkdolatry. _ + ; 

&. The true State of the Ancient Epiſtopacy:  . ? 

7.” The preſtnt Ecclefiafticat Government, com- | 


paxed with the Ancient Epiſcopacy. . 


8. A Conſideration of the preſent State of Con- 
formity in the Church of Ezglazd, EE 
9. An Account of his, and other's Judgment 
and Practice, and thar Vyadicay 
reſentations made of ther and Hearty defire of 
Unicy in the Church, and of Peace-and Concord 
among all true Proteſtants for the ſtrengthening of 
their Common Intereſt in this tme of _ 
it 


n againſt Mifre- ' * | 
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| EMME. 
With his Judgment as to Communion with Parifk 
Churches in the Worſhip of God. ? 

10. His Humble Repreſentation of his Gaſe _ 
touching the-Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, 

11, Diſcourſes between Dr. Gunning,late ron. 
of Chicheſter, and himſelf; wherein are ſev 
Humble Defences made both as to his Principles 
and Practice. | | 


